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ASIAN AMERICAN
STUDIES
WRITTEN BY ANNIE HO, VICKY LIU, BENJAMIN STEPHEN
ETHN250

INTRODUCTION
ASIAN AMERICANS HAVE FACED A LONG HERITAGE OF EXCLUSION AND INJUSTICE IN RELATION
TO RACE, CLASS, GENDER, SEXUALITY, COLONIALISM, IMMIGRATION, LABOR, AND A MYRIAD OF
OTHER PROBLEMS THROUGHOUT THEIR HISTORY, PARTICULARLY DURING TIMES OF SHIFTING
DEMOGRAPHICS, ECONOMIC CRISIS, OR WAR. IN TODAY'S SOCIETY, THESE INEQUITIES GO
LARGELY UNNOTICED AND ARE NOT ADDRESSED AS OFTEN AS THEY SHOULD BE. THIS ZINE IS
MEANT TO BRING THOSE INEQUITIES TO LIGHT AND DISCUSS THE HISTORY OF ASIANS IN
AMERICA. WE COVER A WIDE RANGE OF TOPICS, FROM THE VIETNAM WAR, TO JAPANESE
CONCENTRATION CAMPS, TO THE “MODEL MINORITY” MYTH.
UNDERSTANDING THE HISTORY OF ASIAN AMERICANS IS CRUCIAL TO UNDERSTANDING THE
HISTORY OF THE UNITED STATES AS A WHOLE. THE UNITED STATES IS A LAND OF IMMIGRANTS
AND PEOPLE OF DIVERSE BACKGROUNDS AND IDENTITIES. THE UNITED STATES IS ALSO A LAND
WITH DEEP ROOTS IN INEQUALITY, PREJUDICE, AND VIOLENCE TOWARDS MINORITIES,
INCLUDING ASIANS. MANY OF THE INEQUITIES THAT ASIAN AMERICANS HAD TO FACE YEARS
AGO ARE STILL NOT SOLVED. FOR EXAMPLE, IN OUR ZINE WE INCLUDED SOME BRIEF
DISCUSSION ABOUT COVID-19 AND HOW ITS EXISTENCE HAS, UNFORTUNATELY, PERPETUATED
STEREOTYPES ABOUT ASIANS THAT HAVE EXISTED SINCE THE 1850S.
AS STUDENTS, WE READ AND ANALYZED THE MATERIAL WE WROTE ABOUT IN OUR ZINE, ALL
WHILE DRAWING PARALLELS FROM HISTORY TO MODERN DAY LIFE. IT OPENED OUR EYES TO THE
HISTORY OF ASIAN AMERICANS AND WHY THEIR STORIES ARE CRITICAL TO UNDERSTANDING NOT
JUST THE HISTORY OF THE UNITED STATES, BUT AS WELL AS THE PRESENT-DAY UNITED STATES.
WE ENCOURAGE YOU, AS THE READER, TO DO THE SAME AND DRAW PARALLELS FROM ASIAN
AMERICAN HISTORY TO THE PRESENT DAY AS YOU READ OUR ZINE. THANK YOU.

‘THE CHINESE MUST GO!’:

THE ANTI-CHINESE MOVEMENT”M NEWS

I BELIEVE THE KEY POINTS OF THE TEXT WERE TO SHOW HOW ASIANAMERICANS WERE VALUED AS LABORERS, BUT WERE NOT EQUALLY
VALUED AS IMMIGRANTS, THAT RACIST IDEOLOGIES PORTRAYED
CHINESE IMMIGRANTS AS BEING “VILE” AND “FILTHY”, AND THAT THE
RACISM THAT CHINESE PEOPLE FELT IN AMERICA, COULD ALSO BE FELT
IN PARTS OF THE WORLD AS WELL, MAKING A GLOBAL ISSUE.
THE TEXT COLLECTS AND ANALYZES INFORMATION FROM DIFFERENT
COMMUNITIES SUCH AS STUDENTS, SERVICES WORKERS, JOURNALISTS,
AND SO ON. WITH ALL THIS INFORMATION AND STORIES FROM
DIFFERENT PERSPECTIVES, THE AUTHOR REVEALS THE SOCIAL
PREJUDICE AGAINST ASIANS.

I THINK THE TEXT HAS GREAT SOCIAL,
POLITICAL, AND INTELLECTUAL
SIGNIFICANCE DUE TO ITS THOROUGH
DETAILING OF THE FORMATION AND
EFFECTS OF SOME OF AMERICA’S
ANTI-CHINESE LAWS, SUCH AS THE
ANTI-COOLIE ACT, THE PAGE LAW, THE
CHINESE EXCLUSION ACT, THE SCOTT
ACT, AND THE GEARY ACT.
UNDERSTANDING THE SETBACKS THAT
THESE LAWS CAUSED THE REGULAR
CHINA MAN TO FACE IN HIS PROCESS
OF IMMIGRATION SHOWS NOT ONLY
HOW DISCRIMINATORY THE USA WAS
TOWARDS THE CHINESE, BUT IT ALSO
SUBJECTED CHINESE IMMIGRANTS TO
AN EXTREMELY HUMILIATING AND
INHUMANE IMMIGRATION PROCESS.
FOR EXAMPLE, CHINESE IMMIGRANTS
WERE DETAINED AT ANGEL ISLAND
WHERE THEY WOULD HAVE TO GO
THROUGH A SERIES OF UNJUSTLY
INVASIVE TESTS AND INSPECTIONS.
UNDERSTANDING THE SOCIAL AND
POLITICAL TREATMENT OF THE
THE ONGOING COVID-19 OUTBREAK HAS BROUGHT INCREASED INCIDENTS
CHINESE IN AMERICA AT THE TIME
OF RACISM, DISCRIMINATION, AND VIOLENCE AGAINST “ASIANS,”
GIVES US A NEW UNDERSTANDING OF
PARTICULARLY IN THE UNITED STATES, WITH REPORTS OF HATE CRIMES
AMERICA’S DARK HISTORY AND ITS
OF OVER 100 PER DAY. IN THE PAST FEW MONTHS, SOME RACIST BLAME PREJUDICED TREATMENT OF CHINESE
CHINA AND THE CHINESE FOR THE SPREAD OF THE COVID-19 VIRUS. THE
IMMIGRANTS.
EARLIEST MEDIA REPORTS OF THE RACE-BASED IMPACT OF COVID-19
CAME FROM RESTAURANTS AND SMALL BUSINESS OWNERS IN
CHINATOWNS.
THE TEXT HELPS PUT INTO PERSPECTIVE THE HISTORICAL CONTEXT
BEHIND THE RACISM THAT WAS TARGETED TOWARDS ASIANS DURING THE
BEGINNING OF THE CORONAVIRUS PANDEMIC. THROUGHOUT HISTORY,
CHINESE IMMIGRANTS WERE WRONGFULLY AND HORRENDOUSLY
ACCUSED OF BRINGING “FILTH”, “IMMORALITY”, AND “DISEASES” TO
WHICHEVER COUNTRY THEY TRAVELED TO. THIS IMAGE/IDEA IN POPULAR
CULTURE THAT CHINESE IMMIGRANTS WERE INHERENTLY “DIRTY” AIDED
THE SPREAD OF ANTI-CHINESE MOVEMENTS IN AMERICA. SO THE RACISM
TOWARDS ASIANS THAT BEGAN AT THE START OF THE CORONAVIRUS
ACTUALLY PERPETUATES A STEREOTYPE FROM AS EARLY AS THE 1850S.

NO FILIPINOS ARE
ALLOWED
Americans encouraged Filipinos to
throw of the yoke of Spanish
imperialism, then sarcastically advises
them to shoot the "brown man" if he
dares to question U.S. military rule.
On the one hand. University of Chicago
professor Harry Pratt Judson wrote in
favor of colonizing the Philippines as an
"annexed territory'' without extending
citizenship or constitutional rights to
**inferior races.**
“fluttered folk and wild" as "sullen
peoples, half devil and half child.

Americans wanted to adapt the idea of
“American protectorate” that they were
pushing Filipinos by physically and
politically oppressing them.
Editorialists and reporters in these
newspapers took a strongly antiimperialist position, emphasizing "the
interconnection between the
government's domestic and foreign
policy in dealing with dark-skinned
people'*; their editorials contended
writes Marks, that the United States "was
not wise, just and democratic enough to
govern people of a darker hue in the
Philippines or anywhere.
1899 described the Philippine-American
War not as the “war for humanity"
depicted in the mainstream papers but
as a "slaughter" and a war of greed.

I think this text has significance because
of its vivid, and often graphic, depiction of
imperialism and racism. The treatment of
Filipinos during the late 19th century is
just a small example of how imperialism is
a product of white saviorism and white
supremacy and can lead to extreme
violence due to a need to conquer and
assimilate people of other cultures/races.

The phrase of No Filipinos are Allowed demonstrates that Filipinos
in the US have been excluded economically, politically, and
culturally from the nation. Unreasonable naturalization and
immigration laws, unequal and discriminated housing rules, unfair
employment practices, violent physical encounters, and racist
have pushed Filipinos outside of the nation and keep them
homeless for those who could not go back.
I think a key point that the author made in this text was in regard
to imperialism and how that ideology can be harmful to different
peoples. As an example, Filipinos were subject to American
imperialism and had to suffer the consequences of it during the
Philipine-American War in the late 19th century. Filipinos were
depicted as being “savages” and “beastly” in American society.
Many of them were brutally slaughtered during the war, but this
was justified by Americans who thought they were uncivilized, in
other words “lesser than”. The author also ties in how the
treatment of Filipinos mirrored the treatment of AfricanAmericans back then.
The author points out how the histories of the Filipino community and
the black community in the US are intertwined and share common
threads in their continued struggle for freedom, dignity, and equality.
During the Philippine-American War, many black Americans became
disillusioned with the US occupation of the Philippines, especially
after realizing that the Filipinos were being treated the same way that
Black people were being treated in America. Filipinos were brutally
beaten, lynched, and killed during the war, which is reminiscent of
America’s history of prejudice to black people. This racial injustice of
non-people of color being treated as savages and inferior to white
people still continues to this day. We can look to earlier in this year
with the death of Geroge Floyd, a black American who was murdered
because of his skin color.

Du Bois's Challenge

A key point of this text was transpacific race contact, particularly groping towards a new global theory of racial struggles. The author refers to Japan’s victory over Russia in 1905 as a crisis called "the globality of race”' He
argues that that Japan had broken the "foolish modern magic of the word 'white'" and demonstrated the "loftiest and most unselfish striving" of the nonwhite world to shake off the burden of the racial past.

This piece overall focused on how Du Bios revalorized his own point of view on Pro-Japan. Du Bois argued that dynamism of the culture of
liberation was shaped by stepping into the space of opposition. Additionally, the Afro-Asian solidarity projects began moving into the stage of
"racial groove”: shifting the groove through making connections across multiple efforts to amend the basic concept of Black radicalism. By
presenting a brand new definition of human liberation, Du Bois’s book implemented the idea that human liberation is what exceeded the
boundaries of nations and modern political thought. Du Bois was able to transform the idea of racism from a social perspective to political
perspective that was able to transform the community's idea.

This text has social significance because it describes the
significance of the print of Perry's expedition and how it
echoes a new form of political alliance across the Pacific to
mobilize racial struggles against the world structured by
white polities, interests, and mores. The text approaches
instances of transpacific race contact such as this and
others as objects of knowledge that demand a closer
analysis.
It becomes a renovative idea that racial had nothing to do
with the color of people. It is a revolutionary step to
unleash rationalizing power which decisively shaped and
transformed the social identities and collective
consciousness of diverse participants.

Social

This text shows the ways that the struggle of racism can breach
and expand across nations and cultures. Anti-racist moviements
that have spanned across the globe have brought together
different communities, that wouldn't have otherwise been
connected. W.E.B Du Bois said that the problem of the 20th
century is "the problem of the color line." Du Bois' words ring
true today and the primary issue of the 21st century remains
that of race in this country. The recent Black Lives Matter
protests peaked on June 6, when half a million people turned
out in nearly 550 places across the United States, which might
be the largest movement in the United States. Black Lives
Matter is a political and social movement advocating in protest
against incidents of police brutality and all racially motivated
violence against black people. The background of the outbreak
of the protest is because George Floyd, an unarmed Black man,
was pronounced dead after a white Minneapolis police officer
knelt on his neck for several minutes, despite Floyd’s repeated
protests that he could not breathe. The research shows that
Black people are far more likely to be killed by police than white
people.The goal of BLM is drawing attention to the social reality
in which Black people are treated unfairly, and institutions, laws
and policies help to perpetuate that unfairness.

Because the participants are ranged differently from race and
gender, the idea of Race is engraved into people's mind as a
political idea, rather than a social idea, of struggle with a
necessary moral and ethical quality. Race entered the
communities of solidarities as political theory, providing not
fixed and biologically determined ideas about human
difference but rather a mode of explanation to repudiate what
Du Bois called the "social heritage of slavery”, the
assumption that white people and nations, as the bearers of
moral authority and scientific truth, had the right to shape
and enjoy political and economic processes that would make
the world's majority, people of color, their slaves.

Political

While re-paraphrasing the texts of Black radicalism in Japanese,
it pushed them to develop a new way of inventing the new
discourse. In the new way of explanation, it animated diverse
constituents of radical social movements to pursue the promise
of transpacific strivings and powered the idea of shifting racism
from social perspective to political perspective.

Intellectual
Music has become an indispensable part in this part of history.
Musical power from "racial groove" has demonstrated the
transpacific formations of the culture of liberation and sprouted
collective consciousness that gave this culture necessary
categorical unity to make the social and political struggles a
new way of thinking.

DIANE FUJINO

Diane Fujino’s book reveals the lives and struggles in Japanese American Concentration Camps through the
lenses of then young Yuri Kochiyama. Guided by Yuri’s own narratives and diaries, Fujino showcases major
events that impacted the lives of Japanese Americans living in the camps and the strained relationship
between Japanese Americans and the rest of the country. Fujino elaborates on the positivity – showing
American loyalty as a coping mechanism – expressed by the internees despite living behind wires. This
mismatch of American patriotism and the loss of liberty intensified the struggle for Japanese Americans to
locate their identities in a country that did not welcome them. Additionally, Fujino documents two events
critical to Yuri’s changing perspective on race and prejudice: the 1942 police raid and an encounter with a
woman rejected by all schools based on her race. All events described by Fujino forced Yuri to shift her colorblind worldview and uncover the powerless situations in which the internees were placed. Yuri’s story holds
significant political and social implications as they are fundamental to understanding racism and racial
aggressions today.

YURI’S NARRATIVES HOLD SOCIAL SIGNIFICANCE IN
THAT HER VIEWS, PARTICULARLY HER COLOR-BLIND
WORLDVIEW, RESONATE WITH MANY ASIAN
AMERICANS. THE TEXT ALSO DESCRIBES
TRADITIONAL ASIAN AMERICAN TRAITS –
HARDWORKING, HUMBLE, AND GENTLE – THAT ECHO
ASIAN AMERICAN VALUES. ADDITIONALLY, THE
TEXT CAN BE CRUCIAL TO EXPLAINING ASIAN
AMERICAN’S LESS-THAN-OUTSPOKEN STANCE IN
RACIALLY DISCRIMINATING ENCOUNTERS. THE
UNITED STATES’ PAST TREATMENT ON JAPANESE
AMERICANS MATTERS BECAUSE IT EXPOSES
AMERICAN SOCIETY’S FAILURE TO ACCEPT AND
EMBRACE DIFFERENCES AMONG RACES WITH AN
OPEN MIND.

THE INTERNEES WERE
RESILIENT, HARDWORKING,
AND POSITIVE WHILE
LIVING IN THE
CONCENTRATION CAMPS.
THESE CHEERFUL SPIRITS
OF JAPANESE AMERICANS
DURING HARSH TIMES
EMBODY THE CENTRAL
VALUE OF THE ASIAN
AMERICAN CULTURE.

THE TEXT HELPS READERS PICTURE A POLITICAL
SYSTEM DESIGNED TO OPPRESS RACIAL MINORITIES
AND CREATE AN UNFAIR RACIAL HIERARCHY. YURI’S
STORY REVEALS THAT RACIAL DISCRIMINATIONS AND
PREJUDICES ARE A SYSTEMIC ISSUE, YET ASIAN
AMERICANS ARE TOO OPPRESSED TO FIGHT THE
SYSTEM. THE AMERICAN GOVERNMENT, AS DEPICTED
IN FUJINO’S BOOK, RIPS FAMILIES APART WHILE
RECRUITING JAPANESE AMERICAN MEN TO FIGHT IN
THE WAR. THIS HYPOCRISY TOWARD JAPANESE
AMERICANS AND THE LACK OF CONCERN FOR FAMILIES
LAY THE FOUNDATION OF POLITICAL PRACTICES
INCONSISTENT WITH THE “ALL MEN CREATED EQUAL”
AS STATED IN THE CONSTITUTION. THEREFORE, THIS
PIECE IS POLITICALLY SIGNIFICANT IN THE SENSE
THAT IT EXPOSES INCONSISTENCY AND HYPOCRISY IN
AMERICAN POLITICS ON THE TREATMENT OF RACIAL
MINORITIES.

THE CONCENTRATION CAMPS HOLDING JAPANESE AMERICANS EXISTED ALMOST 100 YEARS AGO, BUT
MODERN AMERICA HAS A MORE MALICIOUS ALTERNATIVE: ICE DETENTION CENTERS. THE TEXT PROVIDES
A HISTORICAL CONTEXT OF AGENCIES LIKE ICE AND ITS PRACTICES. PRACTICES WITHIN THE ICE
DETENTION CENTERS HAVE SPARKED OUTRAGE SINCE 2016. INSTEAD OF TRYING TO WORK ON
REASONABLE ADJUSTMENTS IN THE DETENTION CENTERS WITHOUT COMPROMISING NATIONAL
SECURITY, ICE EXACERBATES ITS BRUTAL PRACTICES ON DETAINEES. LIKE THE INTERNEES IN THE
CONCENTRATION CAMP, ICE DETAINEES ARE POWERLESS AS THEY ARE FIGHTING A LOSING BATTLE. IN
THE BIASED IMMIGRATION COURT SYSTEM, ICE DETAINEES HAVE LITTLE TO NO HOPES OF REUNITING
WITH THEIR FAMILIES. ADDITIONALLY, ICE DETAINEES ARE HELD INDEFINITELY AS PRIVATE
CORPORATIONS PROFIT OFF THE RAPIDLY EXPANDING DETENTION CENTERS.

Militarized Migrations (Crystal Mun-hye Baik)

The United States is a divided country, though it does not have an absurd “boarder” or
demilitarized zone like South and North Korea once did. However, this divide between
Republicans and Democrats is intensifying as we are getting closer to the presidential
election. Shim’s descriptions of South Koreans describing North Koreans as monsters
ring true in the United States, where Republicans would call Democrats baby-killers or
traitors. The texts help us understand that a peaceful society is not only one without
wars or unrest, but one truly free of discrimination on any basis

"In our lifetime” -Hyejin Shim
Both of these texts hold social significance
as they speak about the United States’
involvement in Korea impacted the lives of
civilians. Families got torn apart, and as
Shim mentions, the fear of punishments
from voicing any “pro-North” or “ProCommunist” opinion haunted generations
of Koreans. A prominent example of the
article's social significance is the horror of
Shim’s mom when she discovered Shim’s
activism. This reaction signifies the
impact of a divided country on ordinary
people’s lives. Baik’s chapter also holds
social significance as it mentions the
influence of Americanization on migrated
Korean families.

These texts help readers imagine the
terrifying consequences of a political
divide. Baik’s book points out a change of
political landscape – Koreans migrating to
the United States – as a result of the
Korean War. Shim’s article demonstrates
the political horror of the South Korean
government depicting North Koreans as
literal monsters. Both texts indicate crucial
aspects of Korea’s political landscape and
provide insights into the relationship
between modern South-North Korea.

The texts’ intellectual value is found in the
presence of authentic Korean values
and/or cultures. Specifically, Shim quotes
a poem that embodies the spirit of
resilience and hope of Koreans.
Additionally, the United States’ occupation
of Korea and the assimilation of Koreans
serve the evidence of historical events
shaping contemporary Korean American
lives.
Baik takes an objective approach to
document the migration of Koreans from the
Korean War and onward. Baik argues that the
Korean War, along with other immigration
policies from surrounding periods, was
another example of the United States’ anticommunist attempt and an indication of
assimilating Koreans with a humanitarian
façade.

Shim tells us that she became an activist because of
violence in her family and that her mother’s fear for her
activism due to tension caused by a divided Korea. Shim
continues to elaborate her view on a divided Korea, where the
divide is exacerbated by the U.S. media’s and government’s
involvement. Confused by what she saw in the media, Shim
thought a war was coming but realized a different reality
when she visited South Korea. She then recalls that for seven
decades, North and South Koreans have demonized each
other under American influence. With a heartfelt story about
her activism and that of her mom’s, Shim paints an image
of a divided Korea and its root causes that can be an
epitome of a divided society. She concludes her article with
her definition of peace: an era free from wars and
discriminations.

Race and Empire in Hawai‘i’s Vietnam War
This article demonstrates Hawai‘i’s part within this wider Pacific
history of empire and decolonization. The author begins his argument
by explaining how territorial leaders in the 1950s manufactured
Hawai‘i’s multiracial “paradise” and military “garrison” in tandem in the
buildup toward statehood. Kara village was first used for soldiers who
received their advanced infantry training before going to war. During
this time, Hawaii's business leaders jumped at the opportunity to
promote the territory in the name of defense. The author has
pictured this island with plains, mountains, jungles, beaches, etc. that
transforms young men into exemplary soldiers and tourists at the
same time. Aftering setting up the statehood in Hawai’i, the statehood
transfer the Vetinamese on the island in a way that the soldiers of the
Twenty-Fifth Division sought to overcome their racial difference with
the Vietnamese by engaging in humanitarian projects, including building
schools, roads, and clinics, and initiating training programs on public
health and vocational skills. Such crucial transformations lead the
villagers' attitude towards the South Vietnamese government appeared
to be worse than it was before. In this way, US has the control over
the immigrants, and thus have higher chance to win the war. In the end,
the establishment of race and empire in Hawai‘i reveals not only
Hawai‘i’s obscured role in the Vietnam War but also the deep
entanglements of racial liberalism and state violence in US imperial
culture. Man argues that modern Hawaii is a settler society. A large
population of Hawaii’s citizens have a history of migration to Hawaii
while the indegnous people were always there. This ties back to Man’s
discussion of how Hawaii is not the tourist paradise it's often framed
to be, due to colonization and the militarization of the islands. Because
of these circumstances, Man makes the key point that Native Hawaiins
have become politically and culturally subordinated. The constant
migrations to Hawaii and the settlement of non-indegnous people have
uprooted the livelihoods and the land of the indengous people there, and
this can be traced back to the 1950s, during this time of war.

The project called Operation Helping Hand, which
is a man lending a helping hand to his fellow man,
was used to secure the friendship so necessary
in a country here suspicion and distrust are
commonplace. It made a racialized war of
aggression against the Vietnamese seem an
impossible reality to Hawai‘i’s citizens. Tools like
“knives, screwdrivers, saws, shovels, and picks
will help the villagers improve their standard of
living.” No matter what objects the people of
Hawai‘i have been offered, Vietnamese hold
thankfulness for the contribution.
The Twenty Fifth’s famed campaigns
in Guadalcanal and Luzon during World
War II and its successes in the
Korean War had become an intrinsic
part of Hawai‘i’s political culture,
signified by its nickname, “Hawai‘i’s
own,” even though its soldiers were
mostly white Americans from the US
mainland. From all the benefits and
good lives the Twenty Fifth provided,
US really changed the Vietnamese’s
attitude in a way that the “villagers’
attitude towards the South
Vietnamese government appeared, in
general, to be worse than it was
before pacification began.

For year, Hawaiians have avoided talk of race and hate crimes. Few
people outside Hawaii realize the island has racism issue, because this
tourism-dependent state barely acknowledge hate crimes. However, it is The militarization of land in Hawai'i negatively impacts
still a problem in the island. Based on the statistics, there was eight of
the cultural survival of Native Hawaiians. Militarism
crimes are related to the racism. Also, Native Hawaiians have one of the and colonialism are inseparable forces which have
poorest health statuses compared to all ethnic groups in the State of shaped modern Hawai’i. Statistics illustrate the legacy
Hawai ‘i. A leading factor affecting these health disparities is the
of colonization: 40% of the homeless or houseless
prevalence of being overweight or obese. Individuals born with social
are native Hawaiians; 31% of Kanaka Maoli receive
disadvantages (eg, lower social ranking status based on gender, race, and annual incomes less than $4000; 32% drop out of
socioeconomic status) tend to develop more health problems than those
high school; only 5% have college degrees; and
born with more cumulative social advantages such as higher education,
approximately a third of welfare recipients and
higher income, and being a member of the majority racial group.
persons in prison are Kanaka Maoli.

The Vietnam War and
Militarized Refugees
social significance:
Because Guam was small with only 200 square miles, Guam has
become the ideal place for refugee operation in the way of US
militarism, rather than humanitarianism. What really pushed Guam to be
a refugee place was that because of the small size of the land, the land
cannot hold a huge amount of refugees, and thus additional refuges
have to be transferred out. During the Babylift, children were forced to
leave and adopted by new families. It sounds like the US was giving
hope to new generations but in fact, the US used children to displace
the war materials.

This mission demonstrated the deceiving American

notion of a bright future and the daunting reality of displacement. The
innocent young faces behind the bars represent both the innocence of
Operation Babylift children and the hope of refugees who desired to
search for safety. The lively faces of the orphans are contrasted against
a grim background to present an expectation versus reality conflict.

Y

ến Lê Espiritu inspects the role of the United States

in “rescuing” Vietnamese refugees at the end of the
Vietnam War in 1975. She doubts the “rescue and
liberation” narrative of what has been dubbed “the
largest humanitarian airlift in history” by uncovering
the militarized aspect of the U.S. refugee resettlement
effort. U.S. evacuation efforts were not a slapdash
response to an emergency situation that arose in
Vietnam in 1975, but rather were part of militarized
histories and circuits. Espiritu traces the most-traveled
refugee route via military aircraft as a critical lens
through which to map, both discursively and
materially, the transpacific displacement brought
about by the legacy of U.S. colonial and military
expansion into the Asia Pacific region. She makes two
related key points: the first about military colonialism,

Political significance:
From Yen’s observation, all islands were prominent parts of the US military
base that the US established coal stations, communication lines, and
naval harbors, wreaking havoc on the local population, economy, and
ecology in progress.

The Philippines, who were the key to US power

projection capabilities in the Pacific Basin, were viewed as the first
Vietnamese. With more documents were signed, the US military
entrenched its control over the Philippines. Guam was transformed into
pre-war situation with the expansion of colonialism and militarism and the
refugee rescue operation decision made by the US government has also
set a tone for the colonial subordination and militarism. It was the
militarization of the colonized island and its indigenous inhabitants that
turned Guam into an "ideal" dumping ground for the unwanted
Vietnamese refugees, the discards of US war in Vietnam.

Intellectual significance:
From Yen’s use of vocabulary, Vietnamese was first treated as goods,

which contends that it is the region’s new idea of

products that they are shipped in cargo. Another usage of vocab is

colonial dependence on the United States that turned

militarized. By emphasizes the accent on militarized, it revealed the inner

the Philippines and Guam into the “ideal” receiving

violence behind the humanitarian term of refuge. The hidden meaning was

centers of U.S. rescuing project; and the second is

that the Vietnamese were forced to accepting what cannot be done on

about the militarized refuge, which emphasizes the

Philippines. This idea also challenged the great and powerful American

mutually constitutive nature of the concepts

Literature which left a good impression on the term refuge. The refugee

“refugees” and “refuge” from both refuge rescue

crisis has raised due to the emphasis on the term “militarized”. It challenged

operation and Babylift mission, and shows how both

some great American literature in a way that the term “militarized” was the

emerge out of and in turn support U.S. militarism.

sarcastic side of humanitarianism.

Militarism and colonialism raised great influence in Guam. While what the US government has done in the past means bringing a
bright future to refugees, the results were not only children start their orphanhood, but also that people who did not leave Guam
left nothing present days. As a part of the U.S. territory, people who live in Guam aren’t represented in Congress and the federal
government doesn’t count their votes in national elections. There are about 7,000 US troops on Guam with almost a third of the
land controlled by the US military. Some locals remain skeptical of the military due to the fact that the U.S. military seized
ancestral lands from Chamorros after World War II. However, many locals believe its presence has bolstered the economy,
creating new jobs in construction, retail, and service industries. Guam has a high proportion of veterans in addition to the activeduty members on the military bases, and people from Guam enlist in the military at a higher rate per capita than in any U.S.
state. People on Guam have a deep sense of patriotism that’s more palpable than in many places on the mainland. Some locals
fear that if the military doesn’t feel wanted, it might pull out from the island, throwing its economy into turmoil. That complex
feeling about the militarization of the United States stems from Guam's colonial history.

ON EARTH WE'RE BRIEFLY
GORGEOUS

The major themes of this novel are migration and trauma. Vuong
symbolized the theme of migration through the imagery of monarch
butterflies, and how they migrate to survive, much like how Little Dog and
his family had to migrate to America to start anew and escape their life in
Vietnam, which was engulfed in war. This ties into much of what we have
talked about in class about migration, and how it is an inevitable and
somewhat “natural” process of life. Not just Asians, but many people of
different cultures and backgrounds migrate to America for a better life, but
with this movement there are also hardships within the migration process
(as we have seen) and difficulties that arise from immigrants trying to
stimulate themselves into American culture, a task that Little Dog and his
family had to do. Trauma is also discussed frequently in this novel and the
effects of trauma from war can be seen in Little Dog’s mother, who has
PTSD and is overly paranoid because of her experiences from the Vietnam
War. This led her to act a certain way and to despise certain people/actions
solely based on who/what they are associated with. This can be seen today
with not just American immigrants but also non-immigrant Americans. For
example, when 9/11 happened there was a mass hatred towards MiddleEasterners and Muslims, solely because they “looked” like the terrorists that
caused that attack. These wrongful and misinformed associations are a
result of trauma and paranoia that occurs from war.

The prevalence of Vietnamese women in the nail
salon industry dates back to the Vietnam war,
which saw large numbers of Vietnamese
immigrants arriving in the United States. The
little dog’s mother, Rose, is also working in a nail
salon. Because her school was damaged during the
war, she left school when she was only five. Just
like Rose, many of the early immigrants of
Vitenam-American are barely literate and cannot
speak English. Therefore, the major reason why
many immigrants work in nail salons is because
the training required for nail salon work is short
and inexpensive, the work itself does not require
high English proficiency, and the work hours tend
to be flexible enough to allow immigrant mothers
to attend to family obligations. As we can see
nowadays, Vitnamese Americans have taken over
the nail business in the U.S.
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The drug usage and addiction in the novel
expose during his early years includes the
overdoses and deaths of several of his friends
reflect the tragedy of America’s drug pandemic.
One of their young friend Trevor overdoses
twice, and he died at his 22. Little Dog never
fully recovers from heart-broken news. Ocean
Vuong uses the symbol of buffalo to describe
this phenomenon ironically. The buffalo are
social animals and what they do is simply
following what their family members do. Ocean
Vuong connects the behavior of buffalo and the
thousands of Americans who die each year from
drug addiction and overdoes, in many cases
after watching their friends and family
members go out the same way as if buffalos
would willingly go over the edge in the risk of
their life.

Voung throws another light on the political by
the fearless display of his own social status. Race
and racism is an everyday part of their lives.
White is considered the default race in America,
and this status is reflected in the color of the
mannequins. Little Dog mentions that he has
read an article in an El Paso newspaper from
1884. The news is about a white man who is
accused of murdering a Chinese man. The case
was dismissed because Chinese man was none of
the official race according to the law, so his life
is worthless and not even worth talking about.
As an Asian boy himself, Little Dog lives in a
society that has not always counted his race as
human, reflecting the racism of American
society.

The author examines both English and Vietnamese in his novel, and
he concludes that language is steeped in the culture that creates it.
When little dog talks to his mother, they barely understand each other
and that’s why they smile at each other blankly with no soul.
Rose grew up in Vietnam, but Little Dog grew up in the US. Their
cultural differences are reflected in their language. For example,
according to Little Dog, the Vietnamese rarely say “I love you,” and
when they do, they say it in English. Little Dog learns English through
different stories he reads, and the importance of stories continues
throughout his life. Little Dog learns about his Vietnamese identity
through Lan’s stories, and this reflects the importance of storytelling.
One time, Little Dog runs away from home when he is just a little boy,
he doesn’t know where he should go, but with the books, Little Dog
knows there is another world he can and will eventually get to.

THE COLD WAR ORIGINS OF THE
MODEL MINORITY MYTH
The author Robert Lee makes a point that Asian Americans
were “not black” from different aspects: Politically silent
and Ethnically assimilable. The US takes advantage of the
political conflicts in China to assimilate Chinese. Lee also
points out the difference between Chinese and Japanese by
citing the quote from Life article. In this way, Chinese were
separated from Japanese and even from the ethnicity of
Asian. In the U.S. News and World Report, there was an
article titled Success Story of One Minority in the US instead
of saying Chinese American directly. In this way, Chinese is no
longer a separate category in the US. The Ford Compromise
contributes to the US both internally and externally.
Internally, it helps to create the Middle Class and the
society get rid of the strike fever. Externally, it
establishes Great America. Moving on to black menace, Lee
points out that the four-stage ethnic relation cycles builds
up the blueprint for ethnic assimilation.
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Life’s article provided physical evidence and cultural differences
for readers to know how the Chinese are similar to Americans and
History shows us that this nation's anti-Asian bias spikes in
times of internal or external economic or military crisis and how the Japanese are different from Americans. All the usages of
words in Life’s description shape the point that the Japanese was
fades when these pressures abate. Anti-Asian sentiment
remained a reservoir of major feelings from which Americans mistreated and the race is an unfair category for discrimination.
could always draw in a time of crisis. Asian Americans still Chinese, during that time, were improving without help from anyone,
do not wield enough political power, or have enough cultural while African Americans were asking for equal economic
opportunities. This encourages the idea that compared to African
presence. But it also gives us ample evidence that antiAmericans, the Chinese could do everything that would not use any
blackness is steady, unrelenting, and continuous. The
of the US resources, saving up for the US so that the US can use the
unimportance and historical status as the perpetual
resources to strengthen themselves.
foreigner in the U.S. is one reason the President and many
others feel they can call COVID-19 the “Chinese virus” or the
“kung flu.” In the horrific viral video of George Floyd's killing,
Derek Chauvin kneeled on Floyd's neck until Floyd lost
Asian Americans were “not black” in two significant ways:
consciousness and life. Tou Thao, Chauvin's Asian American
Politically silent and Ethnically assimilable. Because there was a
fellow officer on the scene, stood by, hands in his pockets,
even as onlookers pointed out that Floyd wasn't moving, and dramatic struggle between nationalist and communist, the message
the US sent to China was more about equal rights and liberty, while
didn't seem to be breathing. Thao remained impassive.
Indifferent. Avoidant. Silence is the scar that forms over the Afrian Americans were told to work hard in the military to be
rewarded for accommodation. During the Cold War, due to the US's
small, persistent wounds of our lives as Asian Americans.
Silence is what our immigrant forebears learned when they political interest in China’s struggles between nationalist and
first arrived in this country, to hide the awkwardness of their communist, the US approached China in a way that the US was
second-language speech and to bite their tongues so as not to expecting China to help with the problem with communism and race
mixing, assimilating China to become a part of the US.
escalate major ones. Moreover, the negative stereotypes
about the Model Minority Myth of Asian American are
harmful.The model minority myth not only operates alongside
the myth of Asian Americans as perpetual foreigners, but alsoBy applying Ford Compromise and under this new production-oriented
is harmful to the struggle for racial justice. When paired
union leadership, labor contracts developed a pattern of close
with racist myths about other ethnic or racial groups, the
collaboration between labor leadership and management on issues
model minority myth is used as evidence to deny or downplay of supervision, productivity, and work rules. At this time, the Middle
the impact of racism and discrimination on people of color in Class emerged. By applying Scientific Management in the war, the US
the United States. Given the history of that impact on black was able to be in a supplant position in the world. Additionally, it
Americans particularly, the myth is ultimately a means to
also attracted Europeans and Aisans whose economic and political
perpetuate anti-blackness.
interests were aligned with Americans.

Political

Intellectual

